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he was master of the Balkan Peninsula from sea to
sea. Here and there a fe\v coast towns, like Salonica
and Durazzo, held out against him, but the Byzantine
possessions had shrunk to nothing as compared with
his mighty realm. Filled with pride, the conqueror
comported himself like an Eastern Emperor. He
modelled his Court on that at Constantinople, dis-
tributed honorary offices to his most distinguished
generals, and created an order of merit which he
called by the name of St. Stephen. But he had not
learnt the great secret of keeping an empire together.
He divided his dominions into provinces, each under
the government of a powerful chieftain. In this
arrangement it is easy to detect the cause of Servians
brief supremacy. So long as there was a strong man
like Dusan at the head of this composite state, all
went well ; but it needed no gift of prophecy to fore-
see the inevitable dissensions which would break out
whenever his iron hand was withdrawn. When it
was attacked later on by an enemy, like the Turks,
absolute!}* united under the authority of one man, the
loosely constructed Servian Empire fell.

John Cantacuzene, who had acted as Regent of the
Greek Empire during the minority of young John
Paleologus. usurped sovereign power in 1341, and,
finding no support at Constantinople, retreated to
seek the aid of Dusan. Stephen received him in his
Court at Pristina with the most elaborate ceremonial
and the most profuse hospitality, but declined-to
assist his distinguished guest except upon his own
terms. To his credit it must be said, that the Servian
monarch magnanimously rejected the offer of the